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ECCLESIASTES v. I. former Part of the Verſe. 


ceep thy Foot when thou goeft to the Houſe of God, 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the Sacri- 


ice of Fools. 


O have Houſes of God, Places ſet apart for 

his Worſhip, though a conſideration of the 

Nature of God might not have injoined 
it, is an Inſtitution ſo profitable unto Men, that 
we do not truly know ourſelves, if we do not fee 
the Benefits that may ariſe from it. 

God indeed is every where. The Heaven and the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain bim He filleth- 
all Things: In him we live and move and have our 
Being 3, Wherever we are, or whenever we call 
upon him, no Time or Place can be out of his 
Sight; we are every where, and always preſent 
with him. I” 

But though under theſe Conſiderations the Sen- 
timent will occur, what then' are we that we 
ſhould build him an Houſe *? Or how ſhould the 
moſt High dwell in Temples made with Hands 5? 


1 1 Kings viii. 27. : Epheſ. i. 23» 1 Acts xvii. 28. 
4 2 Chron. ii. 6. Acts vii. 48. : | 


” Yet 
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Yet the wiſe Man's Anſwer is a very full one : 
We can have no Reaſon to build him an Houſe, 
fave only to burn Sacrifice before him . The Na- 
ture of the Service we are to pay unto God may 
be ſuch, that it may be .good for us to have a 
Place ſet apart to perform it. We are but imper- 
fect Creatures, and where every thing is common, 
we are liable to form ourſelves to the Circum- 
ances about us. In the midſt of the World, our 
Pleaſures or Amuſements, the Purſuits and Occu- 
tions of our Lives ſurround us, and may not 
a us to think as we ought upon our more ab- 
ſtracted Concerns. But if we have Places ſet apart 

ſo as to take us as it were out of the World; 
bout that may affect us with a due Senſe, how 
free from other Occupations, we may preſent 
un fle unto him, whom though inviſible, we 
may here well look unto, conſidering the Promiſes 
that are made us, that if we come before him as we 
ought, he will be amongſt us of a truth 7; to give 
us all we can faithfully ask, to accept our Praĩſes, 


and to grant us ſo to live unto him, as in the end 
toattain an Entrance. into his Kingdom and Glory; 
We may well wit how to make them the Gate of 


Heaven * : For if we duly keep our Foot when we 
o into them, ſo as to enter them with a well- 
inſtructed Heart, we may come from them greatly 
benefited unto all the Ends of eternal Life. 
The Text ſuggeſts to us in the general, that 
we ought thus 10 go into 10 the . of God: But 


— 


* „ — 


s 2 Chron. i ii. "ij 7 Mate xviit. 20. 8 XXViii. 17. 
my 
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S 
my: Deſign being particularly to conſider, how ex- 
cellently our Church-Service is formed for this 
purpoſe, I (hall take occaſion from the Words to 
examine, 

Firſt, how a Liturgy in the general is moſt pro- 

r to keep our Foot, when we go into the Houſe 
of God: And, 

Secondly, how the Liturgy of the Church of 
England in particular is ſo compoſed, that it mult. 
be groſly our own fault, if in uſing it we do not 
perform a moſt wiſe and reaſonable Service, AC= 
ceptable ' unto God, and truly profitable -unto 
ourfelves, 

Firſt let me ſhew, 3 a Liturgy in general 
is moſt proper for the duly keeping our Foot, ws 
we go into the Houſe of God. 

And this, I think, muſt be 4 d, if we 
conſider, what the wiſe Man adds to the Text: 
Be not, fays he, raſh with thy Mouth, and let not 


| thine Heart be taſty to. utter any thing before God. 


---- The Expreſſion is much to be obſerved: 
The wiſe Man would have vs neither raſh with 
eur Mouth, nor hafty in our Heart: His Advice 
maſt imply, that we neither. venture upon the 
extempore Conceptions of our Minds, nor, if we 
have a little conſidered our Thoughts,” truſt. to. 
our Lips to ſpeak whatever un premeditated Words : 


may find utterance from us. 


The Enthufiaft will perhaps reject this. Senti- 
ment: For to offer what may ariſe from an Heat 


of Mind, and to ſpeak without reſtraint the Flu- 
ay of our 2 may by him be called 


ſerving 


[ 6] H 
ſerving God in the Spirit of Prayer; but we live 74 
in an Age that will allow us, ſpeaking with un- 1 
der/tanding, to ſay, that they know not what man- 
ner of Spirit they are of, who will call talking at 
adventure the Abundance of their own Spirits, 
ſpeaking in the Spirit of God: No one, that is 
conſiderate, will eſteem it ſuitable to the Regard 
due to even an earthly King, to addreſs him juſt 
as our Thoughts and Words may happen to come 
uppermoſt, and conſequently none that would act 
agreeably to the reaſonable Sentiments, which 
all ought to have, will think this the moſt proper 
manner to appear in public before him, who is 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and in whoſe 
Sight the Hearts of the greateſt Potentates, and 
Tongues of the moſt able Speakers are compara- 
tively very little, and very vain: We ought to 
ſerve God with the beſt, and beſt conducted 
Ability we can have: And therefore a Form of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, fo framed and conſider- 
ed before-hand, as to contain and. pertinently ex- 
preſs, every thing we ought to ask, or for which 
we {ſhould give Thanks, fo examined, and in all 
its Parts digeſted in our Minds, as that when we 
come before Him, who not hears the Words only, 
bat zZrzeth the very Hearts, the Words fpoken 
may bring with them the moſt recollected Pur- 
poſe of our Souls concerning the well-weighed 
Circumſtances of our Lives: — This muſt be a 
better public Service of God; more Spiritual; 
becaufe more reaſonably agreeing to the right uſe 
of the Powers of an underſtanding Spirit, than 
1 any 


. = LES 4 - . 


any thing that may happen to proceed from one, 
who ſpeaks in the warmth of an haſty Tongue, 


or an uncorrected Heart, | 
It is not to be conceived of God, infinitely good 


unto all his Creatures, and knowing how imper- - 


fect we are, that our loweſt but well intended 
Conceptions or Expreſſions ſhould meet an hard 
Acceptation with him : But on the other hand, it 
ought not to be in the Heart of Man to do any 
thing in public and ſolemn Approaches unto Him, 
which if done, where our Regard ſhould be ſe- 
dately reſpectful, and our Behaviour and Addreſs 
moſt awtully confiderate, might appear not ſo 
well prepared, but rather careleſs and vain. | 

It is with this view, that when we come to 
worſhip him, we fall down, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker ; not that we think our Poſture 
in itſelf of moment in his Sight; but it is ſuch 
as we ſhould uſe, to expreſs the higheſt Deference 
to thoſe. unto whom we uſe it. And therefore 
muſt be right when publicly uſed with a true 
Humiliation of Mind before God : And upon this 
Reaſoning, were we able to ſay of our Liturgy, 
that it is compoſed in Words not of Men but even 


of Angels, this might be in itſelf but a ſmall 


Matter: The Sound of Words is not a Seryice 
unto him, but the Point truly to be regarded is, 
whether in a public Form prepared for all, we 
may not, duly conſidering him unto whom we 
ſpeak, and what we ſpeak to him, better offer 
God the Sentiments of our well inſtructed Minds, 


and recollected Hearts, and therein better ſhew 
| | | forth 


Te "III 


L 8. ] 


ſorth the Honour due unto his Name, than if we 


preſume to offer him- the ſudden Emotions of 
haſty Thoughts, or ſpeak even our prepared Co- 
gitations with unadvifed Lips. 


But, 2dly, There is great uſe of a Liturgy, that 


we may all truly come, with our own Prayers, 
and our own. Thankſgivings unto God. 

Were we, when aſſembled in the Houſe of 
God, every one to ſpeak for himſelf the Dictates 
of his own Mind, He would be no wiſe Man, 
who would not wiſh, that the Body of a Con- 
gregation would in the literal Senſe of the Words 


be more ready to hear ſome one Perſon able to 


prays and to praiſe God, than to offer every one 
is own Sacrifice in this manner: In the firſt 
Ages of the Church indeed, when God was 
pleaſed to give extraordinary Gifts unto Men, in- 
ſpiring the Believers with miraculous Aſſiſtances of 
the Holy Ghoſt, great might be the Benefit unto 
all, if every one who had a Prayer, a Eſalm, a 
Prophecy, or a Dactrine revealed to him, was 
heard in his Turn; for in their thus ſpeaking, 
as none ſpake, but as they were truly moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, known unto God were the Gifts 


he gave, and they were undoubtedly ſuch as were 


good and moſt profitable to be attended to by 
Men: But the miſtake of later times has been, 


lee ſe that Men would have the Form of theſe Things 


without the Power, which alone can warrant and 


make them what they pretend them to be, the 


'P 9 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 
true 
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191 
true Directions of God. Our Church, in oppo- 
ſition to Pretence and Miſtake in this great Mat- 
ter, has thought it wiſe, ſo to form and agree in 
a public Service, that both Prieſt and People duly 
knowing, and having fully conſidered every part 
of what is to be offered, may with Heart and 
Voice, each repeating their reſpective Parts of it, 
and according their Hearts to the whole, make it 
the one real Offering of all. 5 | 
There is a freedom from Impoſition wiſely eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church of England, altho', how 
much ſoever Liberty is talked of, we are not care- 
ful in this wild Age, - rightly to underſtand it: It 
is a part of the Excellency of our ſtated Miniſtry 
amongſt you, that, as we none of us have Domi- 
nion over your Faith, to impoſe upon you every or 
any Doctrine we may have a mind to; ſo neither 
are we left, in a moſt- awful and folemn Manner 
addreſſing you and ourſelves unto the moſt High, 
under a Pretence of praying for you, to lead you 
in Prayer and "Thankſgiving whitherſoever we 
will. The Chriſtian Religion, as far as the eſpe- 
cial Ordinances of our bleſſed Saviour will admit, 
makes us all Kings and Priefts unto God *; to judge 
for ourſelves of the Doctrines that are preached to 


us, ſearching the Scriptures to ſee of them, whe- 


ther they are ſo*: And it makes us Prieſts, in _ 
admitting us, not in Heart only, but with our 
Lips to approach him in his Courts; to pray unto 
him; and to tell forth his Praiſe in the Congrega- 


1 Rev. i. 6. 2 Ads xvii. 1 1. 
B tion 
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[ 10 ] 
tion of his People: And this great Point is moſt 
truly provided for, where a public Service is ſo 
appointed, as that without Confuſion or Abſur- 
dity, he who miniſters, and they who are mi- 
niſtred unto, properly ſpeaking, and anſwering 
with Underſtanding in their reſpective Parts, all 
may with joint, with ſeparate and alternate 
Voices, as the Service directs, be wiſely Fellow- 
Helpers of one another's Joy in their well known 
Requeſts and Thankſgivings unto God, But, 
The Second Point I propoſed to conſider was, 
that the Liturgy of our Church is ſo compoſed, 
that we may perform in a right uſe of it, a Ser- 


vice acceptable unto God, and moſt profitable to 


ourſelves. 4 HUE 
This indeed is a Topic too large to be treated, 
as it ought, within the compaſs of a Diſcourſe of 


this nature: But I may ſelect a few Particulars 
ſufficient in the general to prove it to you, And 
it is obſervable, | 


1. With what Propriety our Liturgy leads us 
to perform, two great Duties of the Chriſtian 
Religion ; the one, to confeſs our Sins publicly 
in the Congregation ; the other, to prove our- 
felves in our Hearts, and to give Aſſurance unto 
one another with our Lips, that we are in the 
Faith, I put theſe two Parts of our public Ser- 
vice together ; becauſe I find them ſo joined in 
the Scriptures, that I can in no wiſe apprehend 


they ought to be & put aſunder, & either of 
them to be omitted in our public Worſhip. - 


19 8888 4 
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[ 22 ] 
Me the Miniſters of the Goſpel, not keeping 
back any thing that is profitable unto you, muſt 
teſtify unto all, both Repentance towards God, 
and Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chrift 3, _ 
It is a Notion of ſome, that public Profeſſions 


of our Faith are a ſuperfluous Service; that it is 


enough, if confeſſing our Sins, and denying all 
Jngodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, we are diligent to 
live righteoufly, and ſoberly, and godly in the 
World. To ſet forth our Belief, they ſay, of 
Matters of Faith, may rather miniſter Doubts to 
our Reaſon, than tend to any real U/e of eaifying : 
But theſe are not Doctrines according to the Scrip- 
tures, neither do they come up to the fulfilling 
our Moral Duties: We have not only Appetites 
of Heart, which may reign in us, to cauſe. us to 
act contrary to the Purity of God's Holineſs, 
but we are liable alſo to a Pride of Intellect, and 
Self- ſufficiency of opining, which may make 
us incapable of yielding to the Determinations of 
God's Counſels. But the Man of God is to be 
made perfect, by being rightly inſtructed in both 


theſe Matters auto every good Vor: And ac- 
cordingly the Scriptures wherever they give a 
ſhort Summary of our Duties, deſoribe to us, 


that what God hath /hewed us fo be good, and 
what the Lord hath required of us, is, not only 
to do juſtly and to love Mercy, which may com- 


4 
— — T * 


„ 
3 Acts xx. 21. 
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end all that fome are apt to count the Duties 
of a Moral Life; but we are further to learn to 
walk humbly with God!: And ſurely in the very 
Reaſon of Things, and in order, and ſuitably to. 
what we are to be, not in this only, but even in 
the World to come, it muſt be the bounden, the 
reaſonable, the moral Duty of all finite Intelli- 
gences, to be able to keep down and refrain 
every Imagination of their own, that would ex- 
alt itſelf contrary to the Determinations of the 
Supreme Underſtanding :. And for this great End 
God beſt knowing, how far without Faith it may 
be impaſſible for us to phaſe him, hath commanded 
us to believe in the Name of his Son, and to bold 


faſt the Profeſſion of the Faith 5, herein to ex- 


erciſe us, to be ſuch Spirits, as that, whether we 
are, or are not admitted to fee all that we may 
defire to lool into, we may be able to control 
every Thought in us, that might move us con- 
trary to the acknowledging him to be the only 
wiſe, who-is God over all, bleſſed for ever: And 
our Faith being a Profeſſion which is not to be hid, 
but ought to be both believed in our Heart, and 
confeſſed with our Mouth ; our Church calls us in 
her public Creeds, every one before God, to make 
it known to the World, in teſtifying it to one 
another. | > 

In like manner our public Service directs us 
rightly to confeſs our Sins before Men: We are 


1 
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4 Micah vi. 8. 1 John iii. 23. 
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it as 4 faithful Saying and worthy of all Accep- 
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not to go up to the Temple to pray like the proud. 
Phariſes, ' truſting in ourſelves, that we are. 
righteous, and deſpiſing others, but we hope to 
go down to our Houſes juſtified, having with ſin- 
cerity of Heart 'before God, and publicly in the 
ſight of his People, ſmote our Breaſts, and ac- 
knowledged that we are but Sinners 5. | 

There are ſeveral Texts of the new Teſtament 
that will lead us to right Sentiments of this 


Duty: To ſay that we have no Sin is to deceive 


ourſelves 7: If we aſſume this we are not true 
Chriſtians, the Truth is not in us. And though 
we may have. privately confeſſed our Sins before 
God, and therein have Hope that he will forgive 
us the Iniquity of our Sin, yet we are to go far- 
ther; not pretending that we can of ourſelves be 
whole, ſo as to need no. Phyfician; we ought to 


confeſs before Men his Name who was therefore 


called Feſus, becauſe he is to /ave his People from 
their: Sins 9. Our Religion is not to be private 
and merely perſonal: But acknowledging our Ini- 
quities to. him who ſeeth in ſecret, we - ought alſo 
according to St. James's Direction, to confeſs our 


Faults to one another :; to be a public Body in 
_ Chriſt; not denying, but confeſſing unto all that 


we are Sinners; . teſtifying hereby that we preſume 
upon no hope but that of the Goſpel, receiving 


, —_— — 


6 Luke xvii N John . . 5 
9. Matt. i. 21. and ix. 12. James v. 16. | 
| tation;. 


tation, that if we truly repent and confeſs our 
Sins in his Name, God is faithful and juft to his 
| Promiſe, to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us 
1 from all Unrighteouſneſs *. 
1 This then is the point provided for in our Li- 
is turgy. We are not to Freak into the Prieſt's 
1 Ear the Sectets of our Lives, for this is mere 
Popiſh Craft and Superſtition: Neither are we 
required to tell publicly whatever we have done 
| amiſs; for this may be a great Snare to us, and 
J. bring Confuſion into our Lives; and unleſs where 
14 particular Caſes require it, is a Practice which has 
| neither Praiſe nor Direction in the Goſpel: But 
= - | as often as wwe afſemble and meet together, we 
l ought all to join publicly in a juſt and- proper 
Form of general Words, in repeating which, 
every one may conſiderately call to mind, and 
i have a remorſeful Reflexion before God upon the 
Bis | particular Errors and Tranſgreſſions of his own 
| ill | Life, and having done this with a right Heart, 
we may truſt we ſhall receive the Remiſſion of 
our Sins, if God knows us to be in Heart what 
we thus confefs ourſelves in Words to one ano- 
ther; repenting Sinners. 
| One thing ought to be remarked upon the 
181 whole: That though we preſume not ſo to judge 
1 them that are without, as not to leave them 70 
their 0wn Maſter to ſtand or fall; yet it cannot 
appear to us that either a public Profeſſion of 


[ LILLE” £ ON” I , J 
if — — 8 1 5 2 3 2 FY 1 * * 


li the 2 


0” 
bd 
1 ; : 
þ . ; * 
+ = 2 xy 

| egos — — RO — 1 7 rr yu "oi ITY”, 4 : . * 


IEA 5 yp 


[25] 
the Faith, or Confeſſion of Sin is fo. warrantably 
made, where the Miniſter only ſpeaks for himſelf 
and for his People: For although God knows how 
far all that hear join in Heart with him that ſpeaks, 
yet this is in no wiſe known or edifying to one 
another; and, as many Things may be ſaid unex- 
pected unto many; ſome perhaps not rightly ap- 
prehended by all; and others not ſo approved as 
to be abſolutely joined in; however well he that 
ſpeaks may miniſter, the Minds of thoſe that hear 
may be unfruitful in much of what is ſaid for 
them. But in our Service, all duly knowing, and 
having conſidered before-hand, what it is that 
every one joins in profeſſing and confeſſing for 


himſelf; it muſt be groſly our own Fault if we 


have not the true Fellowſhip of the Body of 
Cbriſt in all that we ſay ourſelves to believe in 
our Heart, or to confeſs with our Mouths unto 


Salvation 3. | 


But, 2dly, Another point in which our Liturgy 
moſt wiſely directs us, regards thoſe Scriptures, 
-which as often as we meet together, we jointly 
repeat, or which are read to us. The Book of 
Pſalms is hereby ſo put into our Mouths, as to be 
repeated over twelve times in every Vear, and the 
Seriptures .are publicly read in ſuch, Order and 
Portions, that beſides occafional Repetitions of 
many uſeful Parts of them, all the moſt edifying 
Chapters of the old Teſtament are read once, 


* wo, 


* - 
- 


3. Rom. x. 10. 
and 


[16] 
and of the new Teſtament three times a Year, in 
our Congregations +. And how evidently. muſt 
the Miniſtration of theſe Services; the one of 
them be a literal Performance of what St. Paul 
adviſes, ſpeaking to ourſelves s, and teaching and 
admoniſhing one © another in Pſalms and — and 
ſpiritual Songs, made and compoſed: by holy Per- 
ſons, who ſpake'as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, what has been the gracious Purpoſes of God 
to, and his Dealings with the Sons of Men*; and 
what elſe meaneth the ſo often and thoroughly 
reading to us the Word of God, but to cauſe all 
Scripture gradually to dwell in us richly in all 
Wiſdom ; that having Day and daily, Year after 
Year, been accuſtomed from Children to know the 
Scriptures, we may be made by them more and 
more, better and wiſer unto Salvation. *' ' 

The Objection to- this Service is, that - there 
are in ſome Pſalms, as alſo in many other Scrip- 
tures, ſome Things at firſt not ſo eaſy to be under- 
ſtood, but that our vulgar People 'may miſapply 
or miſtake them ; and conſequently that it 'might 
be better to ſelect the plaineſt Parts, than thus to 
carry our People indiſcriminately through the 
whole Bible: But it muſt be want of due Con- 
ſideration or Popery that can affect this Objection. 

It is the Policy of the Church of Rome to have 
their N no ener OCONEE: gs the Wore 
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of God, than with ſuch Parts of it only, as are 
judged moſt, proper to be laid before them : And 
it may be in the Ignorance of - thoſe, who do 
not duely frequent our public Service to have many 
Things in Scripture occur, of which they may not 
know. how to make a proper uſe; but it is the 
Sincerity of the Church of Eugland to put into 
your Hands the whole Word of God; to bring 
all to ſuch a daily, conſtant, and repeated uſe of 
it, that if all would diligently attend this Thing, 
none in a few Years could be, unleſs wilfully ig- 
norant, what the Will of God is in all important 
Parts of it: For to inſtance in the Book of 
Pſalms, the Objection which. ſome would lay 
great Weight upon, and in anſwering which, we 
Mall anſwer every Objection of a like Nature; I 
would obſerve, that were the loweſt of our People 
for a few Years, repeatedly, over and over, in their 
daily Worſhip, to uſe the whole Book of P/alms 
in their Order; it would in a little time be. im- 
poſſible for any, eſpecially if, where they doubted, 
they would inquire of thoſe, whoſe Office it is in 
every Place to give a Reaſon to all who will ask 
it; it would, I ſay, be impoſſible for any to think 
that there are Expreſſions in the P/alms, that can 
teach us, as ſome imagine, to curſe our Enemies, 
contrary to the Chriſtian Duty of bleſſing and for- 
giving them: Rather, all would gradually read, 
mark, learn, and truly know, where the P/almi/ts 
ſpake of themſelves only; or where being Pro- 
phets, they pronqunced as they were inſpired of 
God, the particular Judgments, He directed them to 
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againſt particular Sins, and where, as far 
Goa to fit to reveal to them, they ſpake 
was to come, of and concerning 
2 nt which they foretold was to be ful fil 
any thing unfruit - 


us the public uſe of the Scriptures, our not profit. 
ing thereby is owing to dur not conſtantly aitend- 
ing theteto: Out public Service is deſignec as far 
as my be even for o&r PenfetHion 5 abd were the 
loweſt of out Peophe as conftantly 10 attend it, 
and: as difigently to K as they might, if in any 
thing they 22 Doubts, ſuck a right Knows 
lege of the Seripturts woukd hence grow and in- 
Tal 3 16 wonld be hard to fay how any 
be ſo and ant, as to be 8 ers 
to — 2 
Qod; 3 ———— Know- 
lage of their Duties, more and more inſtructed 
unto every r Dochins, and unto ove 
Work: 1 : a oy 
5, Les me add in fow Words ſome general 


 Obſetvations of the Eicellencies of our Liturgy, 


we that its Service is porfortned in ſhort Prayers; 
that theſe are ſo fed as to fili our Minds 
contineally with: a right Senſe of almighty God, 
and bf our blaſkd Saviour, and are frequently * 


corrected and retuged ih different Parts of oor 


Worſkip 10 that moſt excellent Form of Words, 


which on! Bord / him hat 3 29 805 . 
manded us when we pray to — 
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Gur public Prayers are in gensfel very; ſhort 
Sale, cach properly æxpreſſing ſome pastieuiar 
we are to pray or give Thanks for, unto which of 
we do but ſummen the Iatention of aur 
Mind, we may perfectiy well go thro' the Prayer 
before we wander in 'Thought — the Deſign of 
it: And the finiſhing one Prayer, and: then ber 
ginning another, gives us, as it were, a-Paule, 19 
recollet ourſelves again, ta renew our Hearts 
afceth, to what is next with à like Attention to 
be offered unto God: To command 2 fixed Heart 
to a long and unvaried continuance. in any one 
Prayer, tho we may have. Spirits willing to at- 
tempt it, may often be too hard for us: But af 
our Petitions are rly broken into ſhort and 
diſtin: Parts, "nals before canſidered, may 
be very ſtrictly gone thro', if we are not wilfully 
cacelet es ur Heart will be gone from it: 
And in 'this manner reſuming Step by Step, in he- 
ginning every Prayer a recolleted: Mind, e ſhall 
in none ſo cafily rget ourſelves, or forgot God's 
elpecially,! 13 

As.: our —— one hegio: wich; ſome. i in- 
ſtructive Attribute of the Deity, and conclude 
with perpetually reminding us of the Merits and 
Mediation of our Lord — Saviour. This is 
Life eternal, to -know the only true God, and. Tefus 
Gerig, whom be bath ſent * ; one how fully does 
our-whole Service: repeatedly pu 5 our Lips, 
and thereby put ioto ot our Hane the — 
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this Knowledge? declaring to us every Name- or 
Attribute, which may ſpeak to us his Nature and 
Property with Regard to all that we can call upon 
him for, and to ſet Him alſo before us continu- 
ally, thro whom we have Acceſs unto the Fa- 
ther. I might truly ſay, a due Knowledge of, 
and Attention to our Prayers, would herein really 
teach us the whole of our Religion. | 
Bat I am (laſtly to mention an Excellency of 
our Liturgy, in that it repeatedly calls us to re- 
duce what we ask for to the very Words in which 
our blefſed Saviour himſelf taught us to pray unto 
God. Here, I think I might fay, it ſpecially re- 
minds us, that we take care, to let that Mind be 
in us, which was in Him al, who, in his moſt 


earneſt Prayer, in that in which he was in an 


Agony, thro? the great exceſs of the Trouble of 
his Soul; having well ſettled in his Mind, the 
Form, beyond the Bounds of which, his Deſires 
were not to be permitted, He appears three times 
to have, as it were, correted what he otherwiſe 
prayed for more largely, by ſumming up again and 
again in the fame Words, his Requeſt to be: Ta- 
ther, if it be poſjible, let this Cup paſs from me; 
neverthele/; not my Will but thine Ay done . With 
this View we hae the Lord's Prayer introduced 

over and over in our Service; that having made 


our Prayers more largely in the beſt manner we can 


make them as of ourfelves, we may return to ac- 
knowledge i in the diverſe Farts of our Service 
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that our true Deſire in all is, to ask aright, no- 
thing but what we ought : And therefore we re- 
peatedly add, as the whole Sum of all our Suppli- 
cations, thoſe Words in which our Saviour has 
warranted our calling upon God. This I appre- 
hend to be the true Meaning of our uſing ſo often 
the Lord's Prayer, ſufficient to ſnew, that we are 
not herein guilty of vain Repetitions, as ſome may 
count them vain, but able to give a Reaſon and 
Authority for our: Practice, above what is often, 
but with little Wenne, ſaid to d, and con- 
tradict it. 

The Time will not ine me to be partitukar 
in mentioning every Excellence of our Service, 
nor in refuting every minute Objection againſt it: 
But it may be ſufficient to our preſent Deſign, if 
I conclude, with only ſtating and replying to a ge- 
neral Queſtion concerning the whole. It will per⸗ 
haps be inquired :--— Is our Liturgy. ſo perfect 
in all its Parts, that there is no room in any Thing 
to amend it? The Reply i is; As Proteſtants we 
book for abſolute Perfection in no human Compo-— 
ſition whatſoever. It can be found only in the 
Word of God *: As true Members of the Church 


of England, we have learn'd to, know. them, who } 


have the Rule.over us, and if nothing be eſtabliſhed 
repugnant to God's Word, we ſubmit ourſebves to 


whatever Appointments of human Authority may 4 
be for Decency and Order, or may tend to the: * N 


of ei Hing: But as conſiderate Men, we cannot 
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hut ſo diſcern the Face of the Times, as to tee, that. 
Debates and Contradictions, Variances and Strifes, 
theſe Matters, are not the Thing at this 
Time needful : We live in an Age to0:farward;; 

one to think himſelf able to amend f 


every. every 
Thing that is eſtabliſhed; but none inclined x0 


correct the private Humour of his ewn Heart: 
I read rer 
Name, are to us, 
2 covertiy, G e The Libertine and 
nſt our Litur- 


the Infidel, advance boldly, not agai 
but againſt our Bible. In this State of Things, 
all Penominations of Chriftiens ſhould ceaſe 
des wich one another, and wiſely join to 


| 25 togetber for the £ 


of Exgland muſt at leaſt be allowed 
a Praiſe : Without Controverſy it is founded 
the Principles of Order; its Faich is deduced 
anly from the Scriptures ; its Wo! is fo framed, 
as to anſwer well all che Ends of a reaſonable Sor- 
r e ee to his Honour and 
e, to believe and to do 
3 Gojpol of rg. Bathas ze abſolute 
Ferfection ? Let net this Queſtion once be named; 
ſince alter what we will, to'contrive and eſtablich 
apy thing cllhuwly 5 , never can be in the 
Power of Man, in imperfect - State. Under 
this Senſe of Things, how onght we rather, where- 
unto we have attained carefully endeavour, to wt 
all by: the ſame Rule, and to mind all the fame 
T beings *; and if any are not intirely thus minded, 
— — — 
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but eannet ſatisfy their own Conſeiences to join 
with us, let theny have their own way; only let 
them take it, not preſumptuouſſy for Humour or 
for Striſe's fake, but foberly, and in the Fear of 
God, as they will anſwer it unto him, who know 
eth and with made nume the. Gounſels. of o. 
Harte; and let them ſtill live in Love and Peace 
with ns, and. we in the fime with them, and 
wien 8 4 I topo FU , 
Est amongſt ws is; ; in a decka- 
ing Stats 1 fliews itfelf chiefy in the loweſt and 
moſt ignorant of dur People, and, if we but treat” 
it as we ought, wh a juſt Moderation,” holding 
forth with-meeknefs of Wiſdom, af better Light. | 
of Inſteuction, unts all who are able to be fediced- 
into it, In a Httle time it will wm and be done 
away! And foffet me to lm you, 8 
bly no one Thing may more effectually conduce. 
to the bri n down, even” t6 the Grounds 
thats the g and well mariaging 
Charity: ; to tenols tho Children of the Poor, 
the 5 Prin of Gs in 2 manner that 
may inſtruct them tb o this Delufen. Ant 
if this fille Vapour of aan being gbne 
the Enquiries of thoſe; who: would be thought to 
ſeth Wiſdom, could bs refraihed:to a juſt Senſe of 
how wild an Ex co it & to pretend to rœ¹ 
ſbn- again God , we night not deſpair, but 
that real Truth Would hb Au to us from Hraurn; 
we ſhould find, that the true Nin which if from 
above, is plainly to be ſet heſote us from the hol 
Scriptures, and that we ma 2.2 2. in the Tan - 
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and Worſhip of the Church of England, both 
know and do, what may from holy Writ be 
ſhew'd us, to be the good and perfect Will of God, 
that the Diſputer would be ſilenced, — and the 
Diſſenter out of Countenance; — that we ſhould all 
regret, and have Confuſion in that, not conſider- 
ing as we ought, the wonderful Providence of God 
in his firſt raiſing our Church into ſo great a Light 
of true Religion from the groſs Darkneſs of Popery; 
in his having hitherto ſo wonderfully preſerved it, 
in the many Changes and Chances that he has per- 
mitted to befal theſe Kingdoms ; in his ſtill giving 
us great Foundations to hope, that if we will be 
with him, he will be with us always, even to the. 
end of tbe World; We have been a People not ſet- 
ting our Hearts aright, but every one ſtriving ra- 
ther to make our Eſtabliſhment, ſomething which 
it is not, to render others uneaſy and diſquiet, than 
to unite under it, unto a great and wiſe Reforma- 
tion of our Lives: If we come to ſee theſe Things 
as We ought; the Alterations we ſhall contend for, 
will be; how to make a great Change in our own 
ſelves: And if we can obtain this, coming before 
God with Hearts to ſerve him in true Holineſs of 
Life, and to promote on Earth Peace and good Will. 
among Men, we ſhall not find it difficult, but 
with great effect may have Fellowſhip with one anc- 
ther in worſhipping ' him together in his Church: 
Here, that he may bring us hereafter in the 2 
of juft Men made perfect, to be glorified together in 
his one and eternal Kingdooͤnmn. 
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